














376 Phasianidae 

partly exposed dark-brown (219) bases. Belly, mostly off-white 
with brown (28) mottling in centre of feathers. Vent, coarse, 
semi-plumulaceous, brown (28). Under tail-coverts, woolly, 
plumulaceous, brown (28), fl ecked with off-whit e. Flanks, mostly 
woolly, li ght grey-brown (c27), mottled paler, duller grey-brown 
( 119D). Thighs, off-white, mottled li ght grey-brown (c27). Tail 
Rectrices, dark brown (219) with a littl e faint cream (92) mottling 
at tips. Upperwing Primaries, greater primary coverts and alula, 
rich brown (121C ) speckled dark brown (119A). Secondaries, 
greater and median secondary coverts, and tertials, dark brown 
(121) mottled li ght grey-brown (119D) along outer edges of 
feathers. Lesser secondary coverts, brown (28) li ghtly flecked 
li ght brown (239). Underwing Mostly dark brown (121); pri
maries, flecked with brown (223B); lesser coverts, mottled brown 
(28) and light brown (239). 

Downy young Top of head, mottled light brown (239) with 
faint brown (28) fl ecks. Hindneck same but with slightly paler 
bases to down. Superci lium, side of face and neck, throat and 
foreneck, pale buff (124) to cream (54); broken by thin dark
brown ( 121) line round eye extending back to nape. Mantle, buff 
(124). Back, almost uniform rufous-brown to brown (33), faintly 
fl ecked darker. Underparts, pale buff (I 24) to cream (54) tinged 
yell owish especiall y on breast. 

Juvenile No specimens avail able and not well described 
elsewhere; somewhat simil ar to adult female. Delacour (1951) 
writes: 'Crest small; head pale buff; upperparts light brown barred 
and freckled with brownish black; underparts creamy white, 
brownish on breast.' Emerging juvenile primaries on downy young, 
brown (cl21C) finely speckled dark brown (121); secondaries 
and greater coverts, brown ( 121 c) with dark-brown (121) blotches 
and subterminal band and pale-buff ( 121 D) tip. 

Aberrant plumages Several variations occur �i�~� domesti
cated birds; because feral birds derived from long line of domestic 
stock these might occasionally occur in wild. Pure white Peafowl 
are common: legs and bill, white; iri s, brown; apparently simple 
autosomal recessive, but heterozygotes can have some white 
mottling on primaries (Delacour 1951 ). Pied Peafowl have white 
patches among normal plumage. Black-winged Peafowl males 
have blackish scapulars, secondary coverts and terti als with me
tallic hues; females paler, more rufous; downy young whitish 
(Delacour 1951). 

BARE PARTS Based on photos (Campbell1974; Wade 1975; 
Trounson & Trounson 1989; Aust. RD; NZRD; unpubl.). Adult 
male Bill, greyish to ivory-white, generally palest on culmen. 
Stripes of bare skin from base of upper mandible over, and behind 
eye, and from base of lower mandible under, curving up and 
broadening behind, eye, white. Iri s, dark brown to brown. Feet, 
grey; tarsus, banded li ght grey and grey. Adult female Iris, dark 
brown. Bill and feet, grey-brown (Delacour 1951 ). Downy young 
Bill and legs, pale pinkish or pink-brown. Iris, dark brown. Orbital 
ring, brown. 

MOULTS Poorly known. On Rottnest 1., male and female 
moulting primaries and secondaries in Apr.-May; body-moult 
evident in M ar. (P. de Rebeira). In India, moult of train described 
by Sharma ( 197 4): shed over 5 weeks, after breeding; cocks preen 
their trains of loose plumes. For growth rates of plumes, see 
Sharma (1974), Manning (1987). Otherwise, apparently not 
studied. 

MEASUREMENTS (1) NZ, skins and mounts (AWMM). (2) 
From Delacour (1951), methods unknown. 

MA LES 

WING (1) 442, 445, 460 

TA IL 
(2) 440-500 
(1) 530, 490, 513 
(2) 400--450 

BILL F (1) 48.2, 42.2, 45.0 
(2) 40--44 

TARSUS (1) 123, 123, 122 

TOE 
SPUR 

(2) 140-155 
(1 ) 68.0; 66.5, 67.3 
(1 ) 16.8, I 1.3, 14.3 

FEMALES 

413 
400--420 
365 
325-3 75 
43.9 
37- 40 

107 
120-130 
67.0 
0 

Domestic (and possibly feral) stock, shorter in tarsus than 
wild stock (Delacour 1951). 

WEIGHTS No detailed information. Male 4.1- 5.1 kg; female 
2.7-4.1 kg (Ali & Ripley 1980). 

STRUCTURE Wing, broad, rounded. Eleven primaries; wing 
formula, approximate: p6 or p 7 longest; p 10 100-110 mm shorter, 
p9 40- 60, p8 10-20, p5 1-12, p4 7-20, p3 20-30, p2 40- 50, p1 
55-65, pll minute. Twelve secondaries including three tertials; 
longest tertials fall just short of secondaries on folded wing; 
secondaries fall just short of longest primaries. Tail, long (longer 
in males) and broad; rectrices broad with strong shafts; male uses 
tail to support train during display; two males had 19 rectrices, 
one female, 16. Bill, moderately long, rather heavy. Tarsus, heavy, 
fairl y long (more so in male); male has large spur on back of tarsus; 
female may also have spur, but small er than those of adult males 
(P. de Rebeira; D.]. James); scales, scutell ate on front and outside 
of tarsus and top of toes, reticulate elsewhere. Outer toe 66- 72 o/o 
of middle, inner 59-70%, hind 30-38%. Claws, short, strong, 
sli ghtly decurved. 

SEXING, AGEING First-year males (following post-juvenile 
moult) acquire varying amount of adult-like feathering; head, 
neck, mantle, back and breast, mostly like adult but with scat
tered to numerous brownish and buff-brown juvenile-like feath
ers intermingled; belly and vent, juvenile or female-lik e; train, 
short, barred (Delacour 1951). Second-year males, like adult 
males but train short with few or no ocelli. Length of train 
increases with age in males; rapidly up to fourth year, then more 
gradually, probably for a couple of years (Manning 1987). Details 
for ageing females not described; at least first-year birds probably 
separable. Development of spur for sexing juveniles needs study. 
Chicks develop crest after c. 1 month old (P. de Rebeira). 

GEOGRAPHICAL VARIATION No subspecies (Peters). 
Hybridize with Green Peafowl Pavo muticus in captivity (Delacour 
1951). 
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