
Fiordland Crested Penguin (Tawaki) Eudyptes pachyrhynchus Gray 1845, Endemic
1841 Waikouaiti, Otago

This New Zealand endemic was supposedly first recorded as a vagrant in Tasmania in February 1773, on 
Cook’s second voyage (Oliver 1955). However, Lysaght (1959) stated that this was probably a Royal Pen-
guin, and it was actually collected in March 1772. The British Antarctic Expedition led by Sir James Ross 
obtained a specimen at Waikouaiti, 30 km north of Dunedin, in 1841. It was collected by R. McCormick and 
purchased by P. Earl, according to the specimen label. This was taken to England, where Gray described it in 
1845. The most northerly record is of one found at Takou Bay, Northland in December 1992.
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