
Ruff Philomachus pugnax (Linnaeus 1758), Vagrant (17)
9/12/1984 Colac Bay, Riverton, Southland

The first confirmed record was in Southland in 1984, 20 years after a possible sighting on the Manukau seen 
by Ross McKenzie and N.B. MacKenzie in 1964. [Although clearly unusual, the description was insufficient 
to rule out other species]. W.J. Cooper and seven other observers found the Southland bird, but it was not 
positively identified until the 16th March 1985, four months after its discovery (Miskelly et al. 1985). Two 
Ruffs were also found in December 1984 at Lake Ellesmere. 
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