
Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Vieillot 1819, Migrant (59)
30/04/1864 Wanganui

One found on Muriwai Beach on or before 10/1/1964, by the Misses Perrin, was until recently accepted as 
the first record. R.B. Sibson (1967) identified this specimen and mentioned possible sightings by Bernard 
Sladden south of the Alderman Islands before 1959. 

However, Melville (1985) made a good case for the specimen shot on the beach in 1864 by Buller at 
Horowhenua being the first Long-tailed Skua record, rather than the first Arctic Skua record. Buller illus-
trated the tail of his 1864 specimen compared to an Arctic Skua from Europe (Buller 1878, p. 358), and this 
is clearly different. Measurements and plumage features such as “breast greyish white, abdomen ashy-grey, 
undersurface wings uniform dark ashy-grey” also indicated it was a Long-tailed Skua. This record was ac-
cepted as the first by Checklist Committee (OSNZ) (2010). 
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