Watola, G. 2011. The Discovery of New Zealand’s Birds. (3rd Edition in prep.)
Based on: Watola, G. 2009. The Discovery of New Zealand’s Birds. (2nd Edition)
Arun Books, Orewa, New Zealand.

Updated and amended text supplied by George Watola, October, 2011.

Page numbers follow Watola, G. 2009 (2nd Edition)

Grey-backed tern: p 158.

Grey-backed Tern Onychoprion lunatus (Peale 1848), Vagrant (2)
1/2/1999 Papakanui Spit, Northland

An immature was seen on Papakanui Spit, South Kaipara by Gwenda Pulham in February 1999 (Scofield
2006). A second bird was seen by Barry Hartley at the Pungaereere Rivermouth, Rahotu, Taranaki on 18 &
24/01/2002. It closely resembles Bridled Tern, so these records were not finally accepted until 2006. Grey-
backed Terns are found in the central tropical Pacific Ocean, coming as close as Fiji.



