
Hochstetter’s Parakeet Cyanoramphus hochstetteri (Reischek 1889), Endemic
February 1888 Antipodes Island

Reischek discovered this species in February 1888. “The other species which I discovered is not mentioned 
in Buller’s or Gould’s books. Plumage similar to the preceding, with the exception that the emerald-green 
round the bill is not so conspicuous, and that the top of the forehead, a streak below the eye, and a patch on 
each side of the tail-coverts are brownish-red. On the back of the neck the basal half of each feather is yel-
low. The female is smaller in size, duller in plumage, and the red is not so conspicuous. Professor Thomas, 
Mr. Cheeseman, and I have made a careful examination of this bird, and find that it is new to the New Zea-
land fauna; so I have taken the liberty of naming it Platycercus hochstetteri, after Arthur von Hochstetter, the 
son of a sincere friend from whom I received many kindnesses, and who has too soon passed away. I now 
exhibit a male and female of this new species” (Reischek 1888).
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