
North Island Goose Cnemiornis gracilis Forbes 1892
Forbes (1892a) named this species, “C. gracilis, a most elegantly moulded goose from the North Island”, but 
failed to refer to what specimen or element was being named, where it was from, or how it differed from the 
South Island goose (Worthy & Holdaway 2002). The lost type specimen (a left tibiotarsus, labelled as from 
Te Aute), was rediscovered in the British Museum (Natural History) by Elliot Dawson in 1958. 

SUB-FOSSIL SPECIES

These species are considered to have become extinct since human settlement in the 14th century.

Up to 64 species and 20 genera of Moa have been recognized over the last 160 years. Turbott (1990) recog-
nized 11 species in two families, Emeidae and Dinornithidae. Baker et al. (2005) using ancient DNA analy-
sis found that there were fourteen lineages of Moa, which they thought probably corresponded to 14 distinct 
species.
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