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416 Stercorariinae

Distribution of South Polar Skua. Solid red indicates breeding
sites; cross-hatching is at-sea distribution while breeding; faint red
is passage and non-breeding distribution.

New Harbour coast, 132 birds; C. Bernacchi, 31; Strand
Moraines, 190; Blue Glacier, 226;C. Chocolate, 35; Dailey I.,
77; C. Armitage, 1; Delbridge Is, 49; C. Evans, 237; Tent I.,
42; C. Barne, 104; C. Royds, 76; Rocky Pt, 66; C. Bird, 399;
Beaufort 1., 209; C. Crozier, 1000; Horseshoe Bay. MARIE BYRD
LAND: Rockerfeller Mts: Drummond Peak; Mt Frazier; Melbert
Rocks; Mt Paterson; Mt Schlossbach; Fokker Rocks; Washing-
ton Ridge; Mt Nilsen; Breckenridge Peak. Scott Nunataks,
Alexandra Mts. Peter 1., possibly 1.

S. Shetland Is Penguin I.; King George 1., 37 nests (Jablonski 1986);
Ardley Isl., 81; Nelson 1. (possibly); Deception I. (possibly).
S. Orkney Is Signy 1., 10 (Hemmings 1984).

REFERENCES: Eklund 1961; Ricker 1964; Spellerberg 1971a; Johnstone 1972;
Johnstone et al. 1973; Robertson et al. 1980; Harper et al. 1984; Maxson &
Bernstein 1982; Jouventin et al. 1984; Hemmings 1984; Pascoe 1984;
Cooper 1985; Ainley et al. 1986; Furness 1987; McGarry 1988; Mehlum et
al. 1988; Broady et al. 1989; Bassett et al. 1990; Peter et al. 1990; van
Franeker et al. 1990; Heatwole et al. 1991; Howard 1991; Parmelee 1992;
Robertson 1992; Hull et al. 1994; Wang & Norman 1993b; Indian Ocean
Seabird Atlas.

Populations In many regions, populations have increased:
at eight sites in s. McMurdo Sound (Ainley et al. 1986);
between Gneiss Pt and C. Bernacchi, increase from 20 pairs in
1965 to 165 pairs in 1987 (McGarry 1988). At Pte Géologie,
Terre Adélie, populations increased from 29 pairs in 1966 to
maximum of 43 pairs in 1981 (Jouventin & Guillotin 1979;
Jouventin et al. 1984). Similar increase recorded Antarctic
Pen. and S. Shetland Is. First recorded breeding Signy 1.,
1977-18, with numbers increasing to tenpairs by 1984 (Croxall
et al. 1984; Hemmings 1984; W.Z. Trivelpiece). Reasons for

increases not known (but see below) (Croxall et al. 1984). On
e. shores of n. McMurdo Sound, populations have declined or
been stablesince early 1960s. At C. Hallett, between 1959-60
and 1971-72, fell from 180 pairs to 98 pairs; possibly through
human disturbance, though numbers fell to c. 84 pairs in 1983,
after the station was closed in 1971 (Johnston 1971; Trillmich
1978; Harper et al. 1984; Pascoe 1984; Ainley et al. 1986);
continual decline possibly result of hazards left at site, e.g.
wires (causing collisions or entanglement) and poisons (P.
Pietz). At C. Royds, numbers fell from 68 pairs in 1959-60 to
57 pairs in 1964—65 (Harper et al. 1984), and numbers round
Edward VII Pen. thought to be fewer than 50 years ago (Broady
et al. 1989). Survival and longevity At Palmer Stn, of 34
adultsbanded 1974-75 (including 28 adults of known sex: 13
males, 15 females), 53% seen in area in 1984-85, 32% in
1987-88, and 21% in 1989-90; average years known to be
alive 9.545.2, and not significantly different between sexes
(males, 11.14+4.2, females 9.0+6.4), though of birds of known
sex, 100% of males but only 60% of females were seen in
the third year after banding; for adults of known sex, mean

Plate 25

Great Skua Catharacta skua (page 388)
1, 2 Adult, austral winter; 3, 4 Juvenile

South Polar Skua Catharacta maccormicki (page 412)

5, 6 Adult, pale morph, in worn plumage at breeding
grounds, austral summer; 7 Adult, intermediate morph,
fresh plumage; 8 Adult, dark morph, in fresh-plumage at
breeding grounds, austral summer; 9 Adult, dark morph, in
fresh plumage at breeding grounds, austral summer;

10, 11 Juvenile
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