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324 DPsittacidae

River Red Gum forests (Lendon 1973; Sonter 1984; Forshaw).
Adelaide Types mainly feed in trees, such as Eucalyptus and
Callitris; usually in higher branches. Also in fruit trees, espe-
cially cherry trees (either in bud, flower orfruit) in orchards, but
also wild olive trees and oaks. Sometimes on ground, on grass,
on playing fields or in gardens, including vegetable patches.
May feed on spilt grain round haystacksandfarmhouses (Boehm
1959; Rix 1976; Fisher 1993; Penck et al. 1995; Forshaw).

Roost in tall trees, often Eucalyptus; among leafy ends of
horizontal branches in canopy (Marchant 1979, 1992); some-
times in thickets of Melaleuca (Marchant 1992). During heat of
day, all types loaf in shade, either among inner foliage or on
branches below canopy (Aslin 1978; Forshaw); Yellow Types
usually roost in canopy of River Red Gums (Forshaw). May bask
in sun on dead trees near edge of forests in early morning and
near sunset (Aslin 1978). Only perch sideways on trunks of
trees when inspecting nesting hollows (Aslin 1978). Near
Torquay, Vic., often loaf on ledges and in cavities in coastal
cliffs (J.M. Peter).

DISTRIBUTION ANDPOPULATION Endemicto Aust.;
in e., se. and s. Aust. Qld Isolated population in Atherton
Region, in NE; extending from Thornton Peak S to PalumaRa.
Said to have been recorded farther inlandat Georgetown (Roff
1967). Another isolated population occurs in Eungella area.
Also recorded on Blackdown Tableland and at Yeppoon (Cody
1991; QId Bird Rep. 1985). In se. Qld, widespread S of 26°S,
inland to Condamine and Kindon (Wheeler 1967; Bravery
1970; Ford 1977; Storr 19; Aust. Atlas). NSW Widespread
from coast, W to at least North-west, Central-west and South-
west Slopes Regions, and sometimes farther W, to Moree and S
of Coonamble in North-west Plains Region; also widespread in
Riverinaand Lower Western Regions, particularly along Murray
R. and its tributaries, including Murrumbidgee, Lachlan and

Darling Rs, upstream to Tumut, Hillston and Kinchega NP,
respectively (Morris et al. 1981; Cooper & McAllan 1995;
Aust. Atlas; NSW Bird Reps). Vic. Widespread in most
regions, S of line from Yarrawonga to n. Little Desert, though
sparse in central ands. Northern District; also widespread along
Murray R. Valley, NW to Neds Corner. Generally absent from
n. plains W to Big Desert and NW to Sunset Country (Vic.
Atlas). Vagrant to Great Glennie 1., off Wilsons Prom., Mar.
1979 (Wainer & Dann 1979). Tas. Escapes occasionally
recorded near Hobart (Tas. Bird Reps 16, 18); and at E.
Devonport (Tas. Bird Rep. 15); possibly elsewhere near settled
areas. Two doubtful records on King I. before 1975; single
juvenile at The Nook, Apr. 1975, may have been aberrant
Green Rosella Platycerus caledonicus (Aust. CL; Tas. Bird Rep.
5); no aviary stocks of Crimson Rosellas are kept on King I.
(Tas. Bird Rep. 5). SA Extreme SE, sometimes W to near s.
Coorong; also from Fleurieu Pen. N through Mt Lofty Ras and
Adelaide Plains tone. Eyre Pen. at Port Augusta, ands. Flinders
Ras near Mt Remarkable NP and Melrose. Also in n. Murray—
Mallee Region, mainly along course of Murray R. and its
tributaries (Condon 1969; Mack 1970; Cox 1973; Ford 1977;
Paton et al. 1994; Stove 1994; Aust. Atlas; SA Bird Reps).
Isolated population on Kangaroo I. (Abbott 1974; Ford &
Paton 1975; Ford 1977; Baxter 1989; Aust. Atlas). WA
Escapesrecorded at least 7-8 times in Perth between 1960 and
1987 (Barrett 1987; Jaensch & Vervest 1987; Vervest et al.
1987, Long 1988).

NZ NI Established, from aviary escapes, in suburbs of
Wellington since 1963; now mostly in w. and nw. suburbs (Falla
etal. 1981; NZCL; CSN). Two recorded in Tararua Forest Park
near Eketahunain Sept. 1971 (CSN 19). SI A few, with some
Eastern Rosellas, released off Otago Heads in c. 1910 after
importnot allowed; said to have interbred with Eastern Rosellas
round Dunedin, so that few pure Crimson Rosellas remained by

e

























































http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/content/about-hanzab



http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/content/about-hanzab



