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988 Callaeidae

QB

—

mammals (Guthrie-Smith 1925; Merton 1969, 1973, 1975;
Williams 1976; Mills & Williams 1979; Roberts 1994;
Heather & Robertson 2000; Hooson & Jamieson 2003a;
Oliver). Subsequently translocated to 20 islands, mostly round
Stewart I., four in Marlborough Sounds, four in Fiordland and
one in L. Te Anau (see Introductions below). Independently
colonized Tamaitemioka I. from adjacent Pohowaitai 1. by
crossing 20 m gap in 2001-02 (Hooson & Jamieson 2003a).
Currently occur on: Motuara I. and Inner Chetwode 1. in
Marlborough Sounds; many islets round Stewart I.: North,
Womans, Motunui, Jacky Lee, Ulva, Kundy, Betsy, Big
(Stage), Kaimohu, Putauhinu, Pohowaitai and Tamaitemioka
[s; Breaksea, Anchor and South Passage Is. in Fiordland; and
Erin I. in L. Te Anau (Lovegrove 1996a; Heather &
Robertson 2000; Pierre 2000; Hooson & Jamieson 2003a;
Willans 2003; Edge 2004; also see Table 2).

Breeding Throughout range.

Introductions Many translocations since 1925 in NI, and
since 1964 in S, to offshore islands and to protected mainland
sites in NI with pest-proof fences or intensive control of intro-
duced predatory mammals (see Tables 1, 2). Saddleback is
species on which former New Zealand Wildlife Service (now
NZ Dept of Conservation) perfected technique of island
translocations of endangered wild forest birds (Merton 1965b,
1973, 1975; Nillson 1978; Lovegrove & Veitch 1994).

Change in range, populations Formerly widespread
throughout much of mainland NZ and on many offshore
islands (Williams 1962, 1976; Merton 1965a, 1973, 1975;
Mills & Williams 1979; Oliver; NZCL). One of the common-
est passerine fossils in deposits formerly under forest (Worthy
& Holdaway 2002) and so probably occurred throughout,
including E of, both main islands before Polynesian occupa-
tion, but forests were burnt soon after their arrival (McGlone
1989; Worthy & Holdaway 2002; also see Masthead).
Occurred throughout much of NI, though at time of early
European settlement apparently rare or already absent N of
Lower Waikato, from parts of Bay of Plenty, East Coast and
Hawkes Bay (Buller 1888; Turbott 1967; Oliver). Also wide-
spread in n., w. and s. SI, though in European times generally
absent from e., except on Banks Pen. (Potts 1882; Buller 1888;
Oliver). From c. 1770 to early 1800s, when first Brown Rats
Rattus norvegicus and Cats introduced (Atkinson 1973; King
1990; see Threats), populations probably declined gradually;
by 1880s, coinciding with spread of Black Rats and later,
mustelids Mustela (Atkinson 1973; King 1984, 1990), popula-
tions were in rapid decline with range contracting, and had
become extinct on mainland by early 1900s (Turbott 1967;
Williams 1976; Lovegrove 1996b; Pierre 2000; Worthy &
Holdaway 2002; Oliver). In early 1870s, still abundant round
Wellington, including Tararua and Ruahine Ras (Buller 1888;
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