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204 Dicruridae

(121) with light-brown (c26) tips to feathers. UPPERTAIL: T1,
black-brown (119) with white tip and white shaft. T2-t5
mostly white with broad black-brown (119) outer edges. T6,
white. UNDERTAIL: As uppertail but ground-colour slightly
duller black-brown (119). UPPERWING: Marginal secondary
coverts, dark brown (121). Median secondary coverts, dark
brown (121) with small off-white (ne) to light-brown (223D)
spots at tips. Greater secondary coverts, dark brown (121)
with white tips. Alula and all primary coverts, dark brown
(121). Tertials and inner 2-3 secondaries, dark brown (121)
with narrow off-white (ne) to light-brown (223D) outer edges
and fringe at tips, and with concealed, diffuse, off-white (ne)
inner edges. Rest of secondaries and primaries, dark brown
(121) with concealed off-white (ne) inner edges. UNDER-
WING: All coverts mostly off-white (ne) with dark-grey (83)
bases. Remiges as upperwing but ground-colour appears slightly
browner and with diffuse off-white (ne) inner edges to all
remiges.

Black morph A melanistic form. The proportion of black
morphs in populations varies with habitat: highest in native
hardwood forest, where 21% of birds were black morphs, and
lowest in Kanuka Kunzea ericoides—Manuka Leptospermum
scoparium, with only 5% (Craig 1972). In one study in Kowhai
Bush, SI, 18.7% of nestlings were black morph (Powlesland
1982). HEAD AND NECK: Mostly black-brown (119), usually
with small patch of white on ear-coverts behind eye. UPPER-
PARTS: As pied morph. UNDERPARTS, UPPERWING, UNDER-
WING: Wholly dark brown (121). TAIL: Black-brown (119).

SUBSPECIES ALISTERI: HEAD AND NECK: Forehead, crown,
nape, hindneck, sides of neck, lores and most of ear-coverts,
dark grey (c83). White supercilium extends from above centre
of lores to above rear of eye. Short, narrow white stripe
extends over ear-coverts behind eye. Chin and throat mostly
white with dark-grey (c83) to grey-black (82) band extending
across lower throat; some birds have faint and diffuse greyish-
black (c82) spot on upper chin. UPPERPARTS: Mantle, back,
scapulars and rump, dark grey (c83). Uppertail-coverts, grey-
black (c82). UNDERPARTS: Centre of breast, whole of belly,
vent, undertail-coverts and lower flanks, cream (c54) when
fresh, fading to off-white (ne) with wear. Sides of breast and
upper flanks, grey (c84). Thighs, brownish grey (79). UPPER-
TAIL: T1, grey-black (82). T2, grey-black (82) with white
shaft and narrow white fringe to tip. T3-t5, grey-black (82) on
outerwebs, grading to dark grey (83) on innerwebs with white
fringe to distal half of inner webs, broad white tips, and white
shafts. T6, white on outer web and shaft, dark grey (83) on
inner web with broad white fringe, with ratherdiffuse inneredge
to white fringe and usually >5 mm wide at tip; see Figure 1.
UNDERTAIL: As uppertail but ground-colour slightly browner
grey (ne). UPPERWING: Marginal secondary coverts, dark grey
(c83). Median and greater secondary coverts, dark grey (83)
with white tips. Alula and all primary coverts, dark grey (c83);
some have fine white fringe at tips when plumage fresh.

(b)

Tertials and inner 2-3 secondaries, dark grey (c83) with inner
white edges. Rest of secondaries and primaries, dark grey
(c83). UNDERWING: Secondary coverts mostly white with
dark-grey (83) bases. Primary coverts, brownish grey (79) with
off-white (ne) tips, giving rather mottled appearance. Remiges
as upperwing but ground-colour appears slightly browner (ne).

Nestling NOMINATE FULIGINOSA: Sparsely covered with
brownish down at hatching (Powlesland 1982). SUBSPECIES
ALISTERI: Before attaining pennaceous plumage, have a few
tufts of dark-brown (c121) down on top of head and upper-
parts (photo: Stepnell & Boles undated); nestling more than
4 days old had some brown-buff down on back (NRS).

Juvenile NOMINATE FULIGINOSA: Both morphs patterned
much as respective adults but with rufescent suffusion over
much of plumage. Pied morph HEAD AND NECK: Forehead,
crown, nape, hindneck, sides of neck, dark grey (c83).
Supercilium, rufous-brown (136). Chin, brownish grey (c80),
grading to dark grey (83) on throat; feathers have soft, fluffy,
down-like texture. UPPERPARTS: Mantle, scapulars, back and
rump, dark brown (121) with strong rufous-brown (136) suf-
fusion to tips of feathers. Uppertail-coverts as adult, black-
brown (119). UNDERPARTS: Breast, rufous-brown (c136),
grading to light brown (c223D) on belly and flanks, with
cream (c92) vent and undertail-coverts. All feathers have
partly concealed grey (c84) bases. Thighs, brownish grey (79)
with rufous-brown (c136) tips to feathers. TAIL: As adult. Not
fully grown at fledging (Powlesland 1982). UPPERWING: Much
browner than adult. Marginal secondary coverts, brown (28).
Median and greater secondary coverts, brown (28) with large
off-white (ne) tips strongly suffused rufous-brown (c38). Alula,
brown (28) with fine rufous-brown (c38) fringe at tips. All pri-
mary coverts, brown (28). Tertials and inner 2-3 secondaries
similar to adult but with rufous-brown (c38) suffusion to
fringe. Rest of secondaries and primaries as adult. UNDER-
WING: As adult.

Black morph HEAD AND NECK, UPPERPARTS: Mostly as
juvenile pied morph, but chin and throat, dark grey (c83).
UNDERPARTS: Breast, dark rufous-brown (ne), grading to light
rufous-brown (c139) on belly, flanks and vent. Thighs and
undertail-coverts, dark brown (121) with diffuse rufous-brown
(c136) tips to feathers. All feathers have partly concealed
dark-grey (c83) bases. TAIL, UNDERWING: As adult. UPPER-
WING: Similar to adult but with red-brown (c132B) tips to
marginal and greater secondary coverts.

SUBSPECIES ALISTERI: As nominate, patterned much as
adult but with rufescent suffusion throughout. HEAD AND
NECK: Forehead, crown, nape, hindneck, sides of neck, lores
and most of ear-coverts, dark brownish-grey (ne) with weak
rufous-brown (136) suffusion to tips of feathers. Supercilium
and short stripe behind eye, rufous-brown (136). Chin and
throat, brownish grey (c80); with soft, fluffy, down-like texture
to feathers. UPPERPARTS: Mantle, scapulars, back and rump, dark
brownish-grey (ne) with strong rufous-brown (136) suffusion to
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Figure 1 Right side of undertail (t1-t6) of subspecies of Grey Fantail and of Mangrove Grey Fantail: (a) subspecies alisteri;
(b) subspecies albiscapa; (c) nominate fuliginosa; (d) subspecies albicauda; and (e) Mangrove Grey Fantail R. phasiana
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