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1908 Sturnidae

Cooper 1947; Sibson 1947; Chambers et al. 1955; Green &
McDonald 1963; Sorenson 1964; Edgar et al. 1965; Wagener
1966; Stirling & Johns 1969; Cunningham & Moors 1985;
Baxter 1989; Schulz & Kristensen 1994; Loh 2000; Miskelly
et al. 2001). Often seen around margins of terrestrial wetlands,
especially swamps with reed beds, where Starlings often roost
(Bryant 1930; Thomas 1957; Morris 1975; Longmore 1978;
Gosper 1981; Ross & Olsen 1988; Read & Ebdon 1998; Read
et al. 2000); also round effluent ponds with banks covered with
rank weeds (Stidolph 1977a; Carter et al. 1995). Sometimes
inhabit grassland, usually with a few scattered trees or shrubs
(Cooper 1974, 1975; Gregory-Smith 1987; Morris 1989;
Osborne & Green 1992; Bourne 2002; Davey 2002b; ACT
Atlas).

On outlying islands, inhabit similar habitats to those out-
lined above, including farmland, settlements, edges of forests
(e.g. on Kermadec Is, dominated by Pohutukawa, Nikau
Rhepalostylis sapida and Mapou Myrsine autralis; or on
Chatham Is, Olearia forest), herbfields, beaches and cliffs
(Edgar et al. 1965; Wakelin 1968; Smithers & Disney 1969;
Warham 1969; Merilees 1971; Disney & Smithers 1972;
Schodde et al. 1983; Hermes 1985; Hermes et al. 1986; Merton
& Veitch 1986; Nilsson et al. 1994; Veitch 2003).

DISTRIBUTION AND POPULATION Widespread in
Europe and elsewhere in n. hemisphere. Occur throughout
Europe; E of Ural Mts, occur in central and s. Siberia and
n. Kazakhstan, E at least to L. Baikal and possibly farther E to
middle reaches of Lena R.; and from c. 65°N to c. 50°N. Also
occur in n. Africa, from Morocco E to Egypt. In Middle East,
widespread from Syria, Lebanon and Israel, S to n. Arabian
Pen. and E through Irag to c. 50°E in w. Iran; farther E,
recorded at a few scattered sites elsewhere in Iran, but more
widespread farther N in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, and
farther W in s. and e. Pakistan, with ranges in both areas
meeting in ne. Afghanistan and s. Tajikistan, and thence
extending NE to Kyrgyzstan, se. Kazakhstan and Xinjiang
Zizhiqu Province in nw. China, and SE into n. India and
Nepal, with scattered records farther S in India; and vagrants
recorded in Thailand and se. Asia (Silsby 1980; de
Schauensee 1984; Flint et al. 1984; Inskipp & Inskipp 1985;

Grimmett et al. 1999; Fry et al. 2000; Robson 2000, 2002;
BWP). Successfully introduced into North America, where
widespread, and South Africa in 19th century and several
Caribbean islands in 20th century (Long 1981; AOU 1983;
Fry et al. 2000). In sw. Pacific Ocean, established in Fiji (Pratt
et al. 1987), where said to have arrived unaided in 1920s or
early 1930s, possibly from Kermadec Is (Hill 1952; Watling
1982); and occur in Tonga, where first recorded on Tongatapu,
presumably also having arrived from Kermadecs, and subse-
quently colonized various other islands (Dhont 1976; Rinke
1987, 1991). Vagrant to New Guinea (Coates 1990) and possi-
bly Vanuatu (Bregulla 1992). In HANZAB region, successfully
introduced to Aust. and NZ, but colonized many outlying
islands unaided.

Aust. Introduced; widespread in E, SE and S. QId
Widespread in SE, mainly bounded by line from shores of
Shoalwater Bay, through Emerald and Mitchell, to Byra Stn,
c. 32 km WNW of Goodooga Gate. Also widespread but much
more sparsely scattered farther W, in area N to Clermont and
Winton, W to Boulia, Sandringham Stn, Birdsville, Nappa
Merry Stn, and L. Bindegolly, near Thargomindah (Schrader
1981; Storr 19; Aust. Atlas 1, 2; Qld Bird Rep. 1985).
Occasionally occur at a few scattered sites farther N, but gen-
erally not established: in Gulf Country, recorded at Mt Isa,
Camooweal, Sweers I. (N of Burketown) and Karumba; on
C. York Pen., at Pormpuraaw, Iron Ra. and Musgrave Stn; at
scattered sites in Atherton Region (Wet Tropics), from near
Cooktown S to Ingham; and farther S at Connolly Stn (N of
L. Dalrymple) and Merinda (Gill 1970; Forshaw 1975;
Forshaw & Muller 1975, 1978; Nielsen 1996; Eades 1998;
Wieneke 2000; Anon. 2004; Aust. Atlas 1, 2; Storr 19). Also
occasionally recorded on offshore islands (Vernon & Barry
1972; Domm & Recher 1973; Vernon & Martin 1975;
Kikkawa 1976; Sutton 1990; Durrant & MacRae 1994; Storr
19; QId Bird Rep. 1990). NSW Widespread, but recorded at
sparsely scattered sites in Upper and Lower Western Regions
(Morris et al. 1981; Cooper & McAllan 1995; Aust. Atlas 1, 2).
Vic. Widespread (Aust. Atlas 1, 2; Vic. Atlas), including on
some offshore islands, e.g. Gabo I. and islands off Wilsons
Prom. (Reilly 1978; Wainer & Dann 1979; Lane & Battam
1981; Howe 2001). Tas. Widespread (Thomas 1979; Aust.
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Atlas 1, 2), though few records in S or SW/, between Cockle
Ck and Macquarie Heads, with a few scattered records at
Maatsuyker ., Melaleuca, Port Davey, Trumpeter Isl. and
between Sloop Pt and C. Sorell, and very occasionally farther
inland (Brothers 1979; White 1985; Schulz & Kristensen
1994; Aust. Atlas 1, 2; Tas. Bird Reps 8, 10, 12); and, in W,
between Macquarie Harbour and Pieman R.; though occur in
coastal and subcoastal sites, seldom recorded at inland sites,
e.g. Rosebery (Fielding 1976; Thomas 1979; Aust. Atlas 1, 2;
Tas. Bird Rep. 3). Also occur on islands in Bass Str., from
KingI. E to Furneaux Grp and N to Kent Grp (Serventy 1965;
Green 1969; Whinray 1970, 1971; Green & McGarvie 1971;
Thomas 1979; Garnett et al. 1991; Holdsworth 1998; Bryant
1999; Aust. Atlas 1, 2; Tas. Bird Reps 8, 28), and on islands
elsewhere, e.g. Shouten I. (Tas. Bird Rep. 3), Bruny [. (Aust.
Atlas 1, 2) and Iron Pot (Tas. Bird Rep. 21). SA Widespread
in area S of line from Waukatanna Woaterhole, through
Mungerannie Waterhole (205 km NE of Marree along
Birdsville Track) to Yumbarra CP, and thence E along railway
line to Cook, and along Eyre Hwy W to site W of Eucla, near
WA border (Klau 1988; Badman 1989; Stove 1994; Aust.
Atlas 1, 2). Very occasionally recorded outside this area, e.g.
Oodnadatta (Condon 1969; Aust. Atlas 1) and Ooldea
(Jenkins 1959; Condon 1969). Also occur on offshore islands,
e.g. Baudin Rocks, Kangaroo 1., Troubridge I. and various
islands in s. Spencer Gulf or otherwise off Eyre Pen., such as
Sir Joseph Banks, Gambier, S Neptune and Investigator Grps
(Bonnin 1968; Eckert 1970; Stirling et al. 1970; Hornsby
1978; Bonnin & Angove 1980; Lane 1985; ABBBS 1992;
SA Bird Reps 1968-69, 1976). WA Occasionally recorded,
mostly in s. Eucla Div., at scattered sites from Eucla W to
Salmon Gums and L. Gore, W of Esperance, and N to Trans-
Aust. Railway line (Coyle 1983; Anon. 1985, 1989, 1993;
Hooper & Wells 1988; Long 1988; ABBBS 1994, 1998;
Ashton et al. 1996; Serventy & Whittell; Aust. Atlas 1, 2;
Storr 27). Very occasionally recorded farther W, with records
at scattered sites in South West Div., from Bremer Bay, Feb.
1988, and Manypeaks, 1988 (Bush 1989; Storr 35), W to
round Perth, e.g. on Garden I., June 1963 (Storr 28, 35) and
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Mosman Park, June 1987 (Vervest & Jaensch 1987),and N to
Bulbrook, 24 Sept. 1981, and Bruce Rock, Nov. 1980 (Aust.
Atlas 1); historical records at Albany in 1917 (Anon. 1917)
and Gingin in 1936 (Jenkins 1937); and historical uncon-
firmed report from suburban Guildford in 1906, though these
may have been wattlebirds (Jenkins 1959), and possibly
others (Whittell 1950). Vagrants farther N, e.g. in Mid-eastern
Interior Region, at L. Mason, Oct. 1984, and Carnegie Stn,
c. late 1980s (Howell 1990; Storr 22), and in Kimberley Div.,
e.g. singles round Broome, 3 June 1988 and Mar. 1990
(Vervest 1988; Collins 1995). NT Vagrant. Recorded at
Darwin in June 1996 (McCrie 2000) and apparently occa-
sionally at other times (Goodfellow 2001). Very occasionally
recorded farther S: Marqua Stn, June 1981 (Aust. Atlas 1) and
round Alice Springs, June 2001 (Aust. Atlas 2).

NZ Introduced; widespread (NZ Atlas; CSN). Often
occur on offshore islands (Oliver), many of which are used
only as roosts by birds flying in from mainland (e.g. Wagener
1966; Stirling & Johns 1969; Blackburn 1970; Adams 1971;
Edgar 1978; Brockie 1983; Oliver; CSN). NI: Widespread
from C. Reinga and North C., S to n. shores of Cook Str.,
though occur at sparsely scattered sites in forested uplands
associated with Raukumara, Huiarau, Ahimanawa and
Kaweka Ras in nw. and w. East Coast, e. and s. Volcanic
Plateau and nw. Hawkes Bay (NZ Atlas; CSN). Also recorded
on most offshore islands, from Three Kings Grp S to islands in
Cook Str. (e.g. Ramsay & Watt 1971; Gaston & Scofield
1995; NZ Atlas; CSN). sI: Widespread in coastal and sub-
coastal parts of Nelson and Marlborough, and also farther
inland in lowlands associated with Motueka and Wairoa R.
Drainage Basins, upstream to Nelson Ls NP, and also at scat-
tered lowland sites bounded by Richmond, St Arnaud and
Spenser Ras in N and W, and Inland Kaikoura Ras to the S.
Generally widespread in Canterbury and Otago, though
absent in S. Alps, SW of Arthurs Pass, and patchy in adjacent
areas to the E in nw. and w. Canterbury and central and
w. Otago (NZ Atlas; CSN); also widespread in much of
Southland, E of Te Wae Wae Bay and L. Te Anau, including
Stewart I. and associated islets (Cooper et al. 1986; Cooper
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