























Calidris minutilla  Least Sandpiper
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Calidris fuscicollis

Tringa minutilla Vieillot, 1819, Nouv. Dict. Hist. Nat., nouv. ed., 34: 466 — ‘Amérique jusq'ua dela du Canada’,
restricted to Halifax, Nova Scotia apud AOU (1931, Check-list N. Am. Birds: 120).

The specific name is from the Medieval Latin minutellus, very small (a superlative derived from minutus, little).

It is the smallest sandpiper.

MONOTYPIC

Doubtfully recorded in HANZAB region. Migratory. Breed
North America: from Aleutian Is, E through Alaska and n.
Canada, from n. Yukon and nw. British Columbia, coastal
Hudson Bay, to n. Quebec, Labrador and Newfoundland. Af-
ter breeding, move S across North America, leaving early to
mid-July through to Oct.; e. populations cross w. Atlantic
Ocean. Spend non-breeding period in s. USA, Central
America, islands of Caribbean Sea, and South America, S to
n. Chile and e. Brazil; accidental to Europe, Japan and Hawaii
(Blake 1977; AOU 1983; Hayman et al. 1986; Prattetal. 1987;
BWP). In non-breeding areas, usually occur round grassy
wetlands and inundated meadows, mudflats in lagoons, and
estuaries; occasionally in saltmarsh or among mangroves (Blake
1977; AOU 1983; BWP). Return passage, Apr. to early June;
many immatures said to remain in non-breeding areas all year
(Hayman et al. 1986; BWP).

NZ No acceptable records (not listed NZCL). Singles
reported: Wairoa R. estuary, 21 Nov. 1952 (Stidolph 1953);

Ahuriri Lagoon, Napier, Nov. 1953-24 Jan. 1954 (Brathwaite
1955); Firth of Thames, 1972, no details (Falla et al. 1981).

S. Orkney Is Single, Signy I., 8 Dec. 1981-2 Feb. 1982
(Hemmings 1985; Rootes 1988).
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